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OF THE TOW}I .WINE TASTING
IS OFTEN SUBJECTIVE. WHICH IS ALSO

I LIKE FASHION: THERE'S SO MUCH
OPEN TO INTERPRETATION. YOU CAN
CHANGE WINE BY PAIRING IT WITH
DIFFERENT FOODS. THE EQUIVALENT IN
FASHION WOULD BE WEARING AN AVANT.
GARDE PIECE BY COMME DES GARCONS
OR A WHIMSICAL PIECE FROM MARNI

sLJrpnselabels
Prove you're a risk-taker by
wearing unexpected designers.

hile there's no shortage of
marquee names helping
you make the morning
commute in style, there's
now an wergreater desire
to experiment with less-
obvious or more cutting-

U U edgelabels. Fromcoastto
coast, women are taking serious lunches in Rick
Owens, chairing committee mectings in Balenciag4
and going daringly nine-tohve in Tuleh camoprint
full skirts. "Fashion," says Bonnie Todman (39,
nutrition+ompany VP, los Angeles), "can bring so
mudr life and fieshness to the corporate afrnosphere."

Courtney Cochran (lrrr) generally falls back
on old standards like a Calvin l{ein buttondown
with a Dolce & Gabbana pencil skirt, view > 164

"l work in octvertisinq,
ratrich is ollobout -
brondino, So it's
importoilt thot my
clients see me
OS SOmeOne \^/hO
hos o uniqLre, to$efu|,
orrd dorino str/,e"-WotWdirernw,
36, creotivedirectq
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SOMETHING REALLY CLASSIC."
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what works for work

but recently has developed a yen for more whimsical delights.
"Consuelo Castiglioni at Marni used a lot of gray in her cur-
rent collection, which is great for work," says Cochran. "I'd
like to fty incorporating Marni's shorter jacket or gathered
tulip skirt into my look."

Color choice is crucial here; a quirky piece that might not
pass muster is given a fighting chance at the office if you don't
go too mad with your palette. "I just bought aZacPosen
blouse and a skirt that is sort of funky," says Marcia Backus
(50, corporate lanoye., Houston), "but it's charcoal, so it won't
look out of place."

Investing in designers who don't have a track record in the
professional arena does more than reinvent your look It acts
as a signifier that you are fearless. "There is nothing worse than
going into a meeting in something that screams uninspired or,
worse, tired," says Cochran. "I like what Olivier Theyskens is
doing at Rochas, which strikes the right balance between be-
ing pulled together and being feminine."

Kate Neisser (40, educational consultant, Chicago) has cer-
tainly found her purple Rochasbusfle skirt tobe inlinitely adapt-
able: "It's as easy to wear with a turtleneck and Jimmy Choo
boots as it is with a camisole and McQueen sandals." o


