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What's the lact thlng you
drank?
2008 Karl Joh. Molton Hatten-
h€imer Riesling Kabinstt, Rhe-
ingau. I'vs b99n loving German
Rieslings lat6ly because they'.e
lower in alcohol than most other
wines. This one's iust 9.5%. Why
does this matt€r? Because an
unfortunate inve6e corlelation
has b€come clgarto me: as I get
older, my toloranco for hangovers
is decreasing, whils alcohol
levels in wines the world over
are steadily incroasing. Kabinett
Riesling, wlth just a mlld sweel-
ness and consistently low alcohol
levels, allows me to sip on wine
throughout an evening and still
stave off a hangover. Plus, it's
great with a ,, lde variety ot toods,

What'r tho la8i bevsrage that
rocked your world?
2007 C€p Vineyards Estato Pinot
Noir Sonoma Coast. With mild,
soft tannins and auperb siructure,
it blew me away with its totally
singular aromas and flavors -
think s€ashslls, mushrooms, sexy
herba. dried rosgs, mineral and
sDic9.

What'E thr wine that got you
into wlnr?
1997 Olivi€r Lefiaive whita
burgundy. I was 20 and living in
Paris attending the Sorbonns,
anticipating a weskend with a pal
who was staying with a branch of
the L€flaive tamily in Burgundy.
Wh€n anothq triend's car broke
down en roule on the p6riph-

erioue outsid€ Paris, I hitchhikod
with a mean-looking French
lruck driv€r to the nearest train
station. Extreme times called tot
an exlreme measurg. Th€r6 was
no way I was missing this once
in a lil€time opportunity to stay
with a legendary wino family.
This is the bottle I bought when I
linally arrived in Burgundy, after a
throe-hour lunch with the family.
I had arrived on the wine sc6n6,
and thgre was ng turning back,

When you aren't drinking wino,
whtt ar6 you d.inklng?
Bger, wually. I'm not much ol
a spirlts drinke( but I abso-
lut€ly love the way a really peaty
Scotch smells. lt's transportlng,
in a funky, fabulous way,

Whst do you drink with brcak-
ts!t?
Coffe€. hall-caff. with halt and
half, and a glass ofjuice. l'm not
loyal in tsrms ol juice brands and
lyp6s, but I absolut€ly lov€ Ritual
coitee trom San Francisco's Mis-
slon Dlstrict.

What do you like for non-alco-
hollc drinks?
I love the texture and tho length
of fermented bee. and wine. so
drinks that somehow mimic this
ars tavorites. Take, for exampls,
Twelve, a new chef-concoqtsd
sparkling blend ot organlc groen,

black and whit€ teas spiked with
fennel, bergamot and citrus. lt
manies effervescence with an
interesting, dare I say complex,
blend of flavors to create a bever-
agethat I'd gladly sip in lieu of a
"real" drink. Great lor lunchEs.

What's the last boverage book
you r6ad?
Most recently, I picked up Jona-
than Nossiter's much buzzed
about "Liquid Memory" and
threw it out after lh€ first chapter.
I found it pompous, pompgus,
pompous.

lvhat's trour wino aupply llke at
home?
Pretty abbreviated, with high
turnover. I don't really ksep a col-
lection at this point aside from a
few really special bottl6s, and I'm
constantly receiving gamplss and
bringing things home from con-
sufting clients that I ne€d to taste
in lhe near-term, so it's always
changing. In the next phase of my
lite, l'll begin to build a cellar. I'm
really looking forward to it.

Any go-to cockt6ll8 ai homs?
Hangar One Kaflir Lime Vodka,
shakEn and sgrvgd neat in a cold
ma.tini glass with a sprig of lresh
basil. Absolute froshness, and it
go€s down so easily you don't
even realizo you're well on your
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